Mefloquine-induced acute hepatitis.
Mefloquine is an effective drug for prophylaxis and treatment of malaria caused by Plasmodium falciparum. It is generally well tolerated with few side effects. Minimal elevation of liver function tests has been reported after exposure to mefloquine, especially in susceptible individuals with prior abnormal liver function tests. Our patient, who had had elevated liver function tests attributed to heart failure, experienced an acute elevation of liver transaminases 6 weeks after exposure to mefloquine 250 mg/week. Cessation of the drug caused test results to return to normal. Mefloquine should be prescribed cautiously in patients with liver disease.